HAVE I ERRED ?

"The fast is a most efficacious weapon in the armoury of non-
violence. That it can be used only by the fewest possible per-
sons is no objection to its me."

Some friends have been expostulating with me for
involving myself in the Rajkot affair. I sum up their argu-
ment below :

"In giving so much attention to Rajkot to the exclusion of all
else, you seem to have lost all sense of proportion. It was your
obvious duty to be at Tripuri. If you had been. there, things
would have taken a different turn. But you chose to undertake
an indefinite fast. You had no right thus to disturb national
life without notice. Why should you fast to make a Prince
keep his promise ? The people of Rajkot were offering civil
disobedience. They would have become stronger in any case,
if you had not suddenly stopped the movement. Surely, democ-
racy cannot be built by your method. And then you, who taught
India to shun Viceroys and Governors and such other functiona-
ries who used to fill us with awe, are now found dancing attend-
ance on the Viceroy and awaiting His Excellency^ pleasures,
when great affairs demand your attention elsewhere. You are
believed to oppose Federation, but you recognize the Chief Jus-
tice of the Federal Court and will not leave Delhi till His Lordship
has delivered his Award. Truly, the ways of Mabatmas are strange.^

To the hasty reader, this argument must make a
forcible appeal. But one, who goes a little deeper into
the subject and knows the working of satyagraba., should
have no difficulty in seeing the falsity of the argument.
Nor is there anything new in what I have done and am
doing about Rajkot. Geographically, Rajkot is a tiny
spot on the map of India, but the disturbance which I
felt called upon to deal with was symptomatic of a uni-
vetsal .mafcdy. My endeavout in Rajkot was meant to
nip the evil in the bud. I am of opinion that the result
of the endeavour has so far benefited the "whole of India.
I acted the part of a -wise general "who never disregards